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Tuesday 4 Jul
Talk on Wildlife Conservation in Asia: The 
Good, the Bad & the Ugly
Southeast Asia is home to some of the greatest 
concentration of biodiversity on the planet. As 
regional economies rapidly develop, Southeast 
Asia’s unique biota is imperilled by a great 
number of threats, particularly that of agricultural 
expansion and the unsustainable harvesting of 
wildlife. Through the extensive work of his lab 
group, Professor David S Wilcove's presentation 
will bring together invaluable insights on how 
palm oil monoculture, selective logging activities, 
and the trade in wild birds, have collectively 
impacted biodiversity across the rainforests of 
Southeast Asia. Hosted by Yong Ding Li, Professor 
Wilcove will assess the biodiversity crisis from its 
underlying science as well as economics and public 
policy perspectives. He will conclude by identifying 
areas of optimism and opportunity for the future 
work of conservation biologists in the region. 
Professor Wilcove is the Professor of Public Affairs 
and Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the 
Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University. 
He is also the author of two books and numerous 
publications and articles dealing with conservation 
biology, endangered species, biogeography and 
ornithology. Time: 7.30 pm to 8.30 pm. Venue: NSS 
office. Open to the public.

Weekend 8 & 9 Jul
19th Mid-Year Bird Census
This is the time of the year when resident birds 
are completing their breeding season. Some 
early migrants have started arriving. The count is 
designed to monitor these two bird groups. We are 
almost reaching the close of the second decade 
of this census. Such counts have assisted us in 
formulating conservation proposals to government 
agencies, substantiated with hard data. To volunteer, 
some birdwatching experience is required. Time: 
7.30 am to 10.30 am on either Saturday or 
Sunday. Details on sites and their leaders will be 
provided upon registration. Please register with 
Wing Chong (wingchongsg@gmail.com) or Lee 
Ee Ling (ellee1584@gmail.com) before 3 July. Only 
those who sign up before the closing date will be 
assigned to a site. Open to the public.

Saturday 15 Jul
Lim Chu Kang Ramble 
If you are hankering for a robust and exciting 
ramble, join Pandian and Sutari Supari in exploring 
little known areas in northwest Singapore. Meet us 
at Kranji Dam public car park (take bus 925 from 
Kranji MRT station). Time: 8 am. Bring along water, 
snacks, raingear and wear good shoes. Not suitable 
for children below 12 years old. Members only.

Saturday 15 Jul
Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research 
Programme
Horseshoe crabs (HSC) are in decline globally due 
to habitat loss, poaching and overfishing. They get 
trapped in abandoned nets and need our help to 
free them. NSS aims to continually monitor our 
local HSC population to ensure that they stay 
around for generations to come. If you want to be 
part of this mission to rescue and study the HSC 
at Mandai Mudflats, please register at http://tinyurl.
com/nsshscreg. Time: 8 am to 11 am. Bring along 
cap, shoes/booties, sunblock, repellent, cutters 
for HSC rescue and camera. Washing facilities are 
available. Details will be emailed upon registration. 
For enquiries, contact Lester at hscrr.nss@gmail.
com. Open to the public.

Sunday 16 Jul
Pesta Ubin: Birdwatching at Pulau Ubin
Meet Willie Foo at Changi Point Ferry Terminal at 
7.30 am. We will take a bumboat to Pulau Ubin, 
an island that never fails to surprise and delight. 
In our 3-hour walk through the Ubin countryside, 
we will look out for island specialities including 
the Oriental Pied Hornbill, Red Junglefowl and 
the globally-endangered Straw-headed Bulbul. The 
event is free but participants will have to pay for 
their bumboat ride to/from Ubin ($3 per pax each 
direction). Contact Willie (Willie.foo_99@yahoo.
com) or Ee Ling (ellee1584@gmail.com / HP: 969-
35870) for more information. Open to the public.

Sunday 16 Jul 
NSS Kids’ Fun with Beautiful Butterflies at 
Jurong Eco Garden
Jurong Eco Garden is the green lungs of Clean 
Tech Park, boasting a hill forest, earth trail through 
secondary forest, freshwater swamp vegetation 
and rocky stream. It also has a butterfly garden 
thriving with nectar and host plants. Join us to spot 
the many colourful butterflies that can be found 
within its 5-ha grounds, including the Common 
Rose (Singapore’s National Butterfly), Common 
Birdwing (Singapore’s largest butterfly), Tailed Jay, 
Blue Pansy, Horsfield’s Baron and rarer species 
such as the Banded Swallowtail and Fourline 
Blue. Time: 9 am to 11 am. A fee of $2 per child 
(member) or $10 per child (non-member) will 
be collected on the spot. Parents, caregivers and 
older siblings are encouraged to join in at no 
charge. Please register your children (4 to 12 years 
old) at http://tinyurl.com/nsskidsevent by 10 July. 
Confirmation details will be emailed by 11 July. For 
enquiries, contact Gloria at gloria_seow@yahoo.
com. Open to the public. 

Sunday 16 Jul
Pesta Ubin: Ubin Day
Come join us for Ubin Day as this year's Pesta Ubin 

 Activities                                                           July
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 Activities                                                       August

comes to a close. We will be manning a booth there 
as part of the event. Time: 9 am to 4 pm. Venue: 
Assembly Area, Pulau Ubin. Open to the public.

Saturday 22 Jul
Ubin Mangroves cum Coastal Clean-up
Pulau Ubin is designated as an Important Bird and 
Biodiversity Area. In line with the Restore Ubin 
Mangroves (RUM) initiative, join us as we remove 
abandoned drift nets and marine debris that choke 
up Ubin’s coastline. This prepares selected sites for 
scientific surveys and RUM works; and ensures that 
our wildlife have the proper environment to thrive. 
Max: 24 pax. Volunteers, please make your own way 
to Pulau Ubin. Time: 2.30 pm to 5.30 pm. Please 
register at http://tinyurl.com/ubinrum22jul2017. 
Details will be emailed upon successful registration. 
For enquiries, contact Lisa at nssmcg@gmail.com. 
Open to the public.

Saturday 22 Jul
Kayaking the Hidden Waterways of Sungei 
Khatib Bongsu
Everything at Sungei Khatib Bongsu seems to 
grow bigger, from clams to trees. Its waterways 
are confusing, making navigation a challenge. Once 
inside, it is hard to know where things are relative 
to each other. Kayaking beneath the hanging roots 
of an immense fig, one wonders if Sungei Khatib 
Bongsu could be conserved as one of Singapore’s 

last great rivers. Join us to explore this natural 
playground. Min/Max: 18/28 pax. Participants 
must be at least 8 years old. Kids 12 years old 
and below are entitled to a 50% discount and 
must be accompanied by a parent (no guardians) 
in the same kayak. Closing date: 8 July. Member/
Non-member: $110/$136 per pax. Members will 
be given priority. Please register at http://tinyurl.
com/kayakskb and make your cheque payable to 
‘Nature Society (Singapore)’. For enquiries, email 
Kerry Pereira at kerry@nss.org.sg. Details will be 
emailed upon registration and payment. Time: 7.45 
am to 12.30 pm. Open to the public. 

Saturday 29 Jul
Butterfly Walk at the Rail Corridor 
Gan Cheong Weei will lead us on a butterfly quest 
following the former railway track. We start at 
King Albert Park, passing through Bukit Timah 
Railway Station before ending at Old Holland 
Road. The walk runs through Clementi Forest, 
probably the richest butterfly stretch along the 
entire Rail Corridor. A good mix of forest and open 
field butterflies can be anticipated, including the 
Common Birdwing (Singapore’s largest butterfly) 
and Common Rose (Singapore's National Butterfly). 
Time: 9.30 am to 12 pm. Meet Gan (HP: 9754-
4174) at the start of King Albert Park Road, off 
Bukit Timah Road. Bring along hat, water, sunblock, 
binoculars and camera. Members only. 

Sunday 6 Aug
Wildlife Art @ Acres Sanctuary
Join artist Alpana Ahuja and Van Wangye for a fun 
and casual site drawing and painting session at 
Acres Sanctuary. Observe star tortoises, iguanas, 
and other rescued exotic wildlife and capture 
them in a variety of mediums from paint to ink 
and pencil. No drawing or painting experience is 
necessary. Please register at http://tinyurl.com/
artatacres. Details will be emailed to participants 
one week before the activity. For enquiries, contact 
Kerry at kerry@nss.org.sg. Max: 20 pax. Time: 11 
am to 1 pm. Cost: $10 per person. Payment will 
be collected on the spot for entry into the wildlife 
sanctuary. Open to the public.

Saturday 12 Aug
Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research 
Programme
Horseshoe crabs (HSC) are in decline globally due 
to habitat loss, poaching and overfishing. They get 
trapped in abandoned nets and need our help to 
free them. NSS aims to continually monitor our 
local HSC population to ensure that they stay 
around for generations to come. If you want to 
be part of this mission to rescue and study the 
HSC at Mandai Mudflats, please register at http://
tinyurl.com/nsshscreg. Registration will open on 16 
July. Time: 8 am to 11 am. Bring along cap, shoes/
booties, sunblock, repellent, cutters for HSC 

rescue and camera. Washing facilities are available. 
Details will be emailed upon registration. For 
enquiries, contact Lester at hscrr.nss@gmail.com. 
Open to the public.

Sunday 13 Aug
Birdwatching for Beginners at Bishan-AMK Park
Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park is a pleasant green space 
of open lawns, trees and shrubs, with a stream 
(ie. de-concretised canal) meandering through it. 
This urban park in central Singapore is home to 
interesting and easily seen bird species including 
the White-breasted Waterhen, Collared and 
White-throated Kingfisher, Yellow-vented Bulbul 
and Pink-necked Green Pigeon. It provides a great 
introduction to birdwatching for newcomers. 
Please bring along a pair of binoculars if you 
have them. Meet Lee Ee Ling (HP: 9693-5870) at 
7.30 am at Carpark B opposite the SPC station. 
The carpark is located off Ang Mo Kio Ave 1, in 
between the junctions with Upper Thomson Road 
and Marymount Road. Members only.

Sunday 20 Aug
Forest Clean-up @ Pulau Ubin
Pulau Ubin is an Important Bird and Biodiversity 
Area (IBA) with various healthy habitats rich in 
animals and plants. Make a difference by helping to 
clean up its forest while learning about a variety 
of conservation issues and how you can become a 
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4D/3N Lombok & Bali Shark Conservation Trip

Join Kathy Xu on a marine conservation responsible 
holiday. Activities include snorkelling in pristine waters, 

beach hopping, mini cliff trekking, as well as nature trail and 
waterfall trekking. You will visit a shark sanctuary for an 
educational tour and have a chance to snorkel with sharks. 
Your participation will aid in shark conservation by providing 
an alternative income to shark fishermen. Cost includes 
accommodation with WiFi and breakfast, land transfers, full-

day beach hopping and snorkelling boat trip with a visit to 
Pink Beach's pink sand and dramatic cliffs, full-day waterfall 
trek, snacks, drinks, packed lunch and snorkelling gear. Cost 
excludes flights, insurance and dinners. For registration or 
enquiries, email Kathy at kathyxtt@gmail.com. Read Kathy's 
article 'Reality Bites – A View to Lessen the Kill' in Nature 
Watch Jan-Mar 2014 for more information. Open to the 
public.

Dates:    1 to 4 October 2017
Closing Date: 17 September 2017                          

Cost :  $550/$650 per member/non-member
Min:    4 pax

Trips Led by Members
The private trips here are the initiative of members who wish to travel to nature locations with other 
members or like-minded people. Arrangements will be made through a travel agency. 

better steward of nature. Time: 9 am to 12.30 pm. 
Max: 25 pax. Please register at http://tinyurl.com/
forestcleanupubin. Details will be emailed closer 
to the activity date. For enquiries, contact Kerry at 
kerry@nss.org.sg. Open to the public.

Sunday 20 Aug
Butterfly Walk at Upper Seletar Reservoir 
Come and explore our favourite butterfly habitat 
of Upper Seletar Resevoir. Each year, uncommon 
and rare forest species emerge to surprise 
members. On a good day, we hope to encounter 
butterflies such as the Cruiser, Branded Imperial, 
Common Bluebottle, Archduke, Purple Duke, 
and Commander. Rarer finds may include the 
Common Tree Nymph, Banded Swallowtail, Great 
Helen, Dark Posy, and Bifid Plushblue. Meet Amy 
Tsang (HP: 9817-5549) at 9.30 am at Carpark B 
of Mandai Track 7. Bring along hat, water, sunblock, 
binoculars and camera. Members only. 

Saturday 26 Aug
Ubin Mangroves cum Coastal Clean-up
Pulau Ubin is designated as an Important Bird and 

Biodiversity Area. In line with the Restore Ubin 
Mangroves (RUM) initiative, join us as we remove 
abandoned drift nets and marine debris that choke 
up Ubin’s coastline. This prepares selected sites 
for scientific surveys and RUM works; and ensures 
that our wildlife have the proper environment 
to thrive. Max: 24 pax. Volunteers, please make 
your own way to Pulau Ubin. Time: 8.30 am to 
11.30 am. Please register at http://tinyurl.com/
ubinrum13aug2017. Details will be emailed upon 
successful registration. For enquiries, contact Lisa 
at nssmcg@gmail.com. Open to the public. 

26 Aug to 10 Sep
Volunteers Needed: NSS Nature in the 
Heartland Exhibition
NSS will be having a community exhibition to 
raise awareness and appreciation for our natural 
heritage in Singapore. The exhibition will showcase 
a range of local biodiversity, their beauty and 
importance. Volunteers are needed to manage 
the exhibition, assist visitors, and help out at the 
various booths when needed. Venue: empty field 
next to Punggol MRT station. Time: 10 am to 10 
pm. Open to the public.

Saturday 9 Sep
International Coastal Clean-up Singapore
Join us to clean up Mandai Mudflats to benefit 
the wildlife that thrives there. Designated as an 
Important Bird and Biodiversity Area (IBA), this 
coastline is a key habitat for horseshoe crabs and 
an important feeding site for wading birds. Please 
register at http://tinyurl.com/iccsnss by 4 September. 
Details will be emailed 1 week before the event. 
For enquiries, contact Bryan at nssccu@gmail.com. 
Time: 4.30 pm to 7 pm. Open to the public. 

Sunday 10 Sep
Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research 
Programme
Horseshoe crabs (HSC) are in decline globally due 

to habitat loss, poaching and overfishing. They get 
trapped in abandoned nets and need our help to 
free them. NSS aims to continually monitor our 
local HSC population to ensure that they stay 
around for generations to come. If you want to 
be part of this mission to rescue and study the 
HSC at Mandai Mudflats, please register at http://
tinyurl.com/nsshscreg. Registration will open on 
10 August. Time: 8 am to 10 am. Bring along cap, 
shoes/booties, sunblock, repellent, cutters for HSC 
rescue and camera. Washing facilities are available. 
Details will be emailed upon registration. For 
enquiries, contact Lester at hscrr.nss@gmail.com. 
Open to the public.

 Activities                                                 September
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At the appointed start time of 10 am, only 20 
members were present. The start was duly 

delayed by 30 minutes to see if a quorum of 60 
could be reached. In accordance with the Society’s 
constitution, the meeting commenced at 10.30 am 
with 32 members present, excluding outgoing Exco 
members.

OUTGOING EXCO MEMBERS PRESENT  
Dr Shawn Lum (President) Goh Si Guim   (Member)
Leong Kwok Peng     (Vice 
President)

Dr Ho Hua Chew (Member)         

Peter Connell   (Honorary 
Secretary)

Dr Hsu Chia Chi (Member)*

Yip Yew Chong (Honorary 
Treasurer)

MEMBERS PRESENT
Jane Heppell Jackmond Tok Stephen Beng Vinayagan 

Dharmarajah
Terry Heppell Atsuko 

Kawasaki
Marissa 
Mercado

Kerry Pereira

Selvaratnam T Veronica Foo Khong Chit 
Chong

Gerald Tay*

Margaret Hall Amy Lau Pway 
Ee

Bhagyesh 
Chaubey

Lim Hsiu 
Mei*

Peggy Low K C Tsang Liew Kai Khiun Joseph Jachin 
Beh*

Bernie Tan Foo Siang 
Heng

Tan Hang 
Chong

Pauline Low*

Lee Ee Ling Tan Chong 
Wing

Goh Ter Yang Alpana 
Ahuja*

P Pandian Gemma Koh S 
Rajamanickam

Angie Chua 
Leng Sim* 

Sutari Supari Lee Chiu-San Yap Von Bing Jenny Lim 
Geok Hong*

Trixie Tan Hoe Boon 
Leong

Anne Chong Jeannie A C 
Sim*
Lester Tan*

* arrival after 10.30 am   

APOLOGIES were received from: 
Richard Hale, Anuj Jain, Michael Lee, Ng Bee Choo, 
Gloria Seow and Evelyn Ng

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Minutes had been previously circulated and 
were available in hardcopy at the meeting. Jane 
Heppell noted that her husband’s first name had 
been written as ‘Tony’ rather than ‘Terry’ in item 
(2). With this correction Liew Kai Khiun proposed 
a motion that the Minutes be accepted and Terry 
Heppell seconded the motion; members voted 
unanimously in favour of the motion. There were 

no matters arising from the Minutes. 

2.PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The President’s Report for 2016 (as in the Annual 
Report) was tabled by President Dr Shawn Lum 
who briefly reviewed the main points. These 
covered the highlights of the Society’s activities 
in 2016, the principles governing its future 
development in 2017 and beyond, and his thanks 
to the various parties who helped make the year a 
success including secretariat staff, Exco members 
(amongst whom he singled out Vice President 
Leong Kwok Peng for particular mention), 
Chairs of the various Committees and Special 
Interest Groups (SIGs), volunteers, members and 
supporters. He paid special tribute to Dr Hsu 
Chia Chi who will be standing down from Exco; 
Paul Wonnacott (Assistant Honorary Secretary) 
who passed away in December 2016; and Margie 
Hall (former Honorary Secretary) who will be 
returning to the UK in June 2017. 

There were no questions from the floor on the 
report. Yap Von Bing proposed a motion that the 
President’s Report for 2016 be accepted and K 
C Tsang seconded the motion; members voted 
unanimously in favour of the motion. 

3.TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Treasurer’s Report for 1 January to 31 
December 2016 (as in the Annual Report) was 
tabled by Honorary Treasurer Yip Yew Chong who 
reviewed the main points. These covered the main 
finance-related activities in 2016, a summary of 
income and expenses in the year, and a detailed 
breakdown of the main income and expense line 
items. In answer to questions from the floor, he 
clarified that:

• The Society’s office property is freehold, so 
misunderstandings with respect to terminal 
values of leasehold properties do not arise.

• A possible switch from hard copy to electronic 
copy of the Society’s publications is already being 
examined by Exco in 2017 on both economic 
and environmental grounds.

• Interest earnings from fixed deposits were lower 
in 2016 than 2015 because of timing. The main 
deposit for one year expired in February 2017, 
and interest earned will only be included in the 
2017 financial report.

• ‘Other debtors’ were higher in 2016 than 2015 
because a large confirmed donation did not 

Held on 27 May 2017 at Tanglin International Centre 
By Peter Connell, Honorary Secretary

Minutes of the 63rd Annual General Meeting
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arrive until well after year-end, and had to be 
treated as an account receivable.

• ‘Non tax exempt donations’ are from the donor’s, 
not the Society’s viewpoint, and refer to those 
that do not benefit from the 250% tax deduction 
allowed on donations to Institutions of Public 
Character. These sums mostly relate to donations 
received from schools under the SG50 scheme.

With these clarifications, Vinayagan Dharmarajah 
proposed a motion that the Treasurer’s Report for 
2016 be accepted and Stephen Beng seconded the 
motion; members voted unanimously in favour of 
the motion.

4.COMMITTEE & SIG REPORTS 
Reports (as in the Annual Report) were tabled 
by the Conservation, Education, Fund-raising and 
Membership Committees. Short presentations 
were made by Leong Kwok Peng, Goh Ter Yang, 
Kerry Pereira and Peter Connell respectively on 
behalf of each Committee. Reports (as in the 
Annual Report) were then tabled by each of 
the seven SIGs: Bird Group, Butterfly and Insect 
Group, Jalan Hijau, Marine Conservation Group, 
The Nature Ramblers, Plant Group and Vertebrate 
Study Group. Short presentations were made by 
Lee Ee Ling, Amy Tsang, Tan Hang Chong, Stephen 
Beng, Pandian Parthasarathy, Dr Shawn Lum and 
Kerry Pereira respectively on behalf of each SIG. 
The reports and presentations summarised each 
Committee’s and SIG’s activities during the year. 

Various speakers identi f ied areas needing 
volunteer assistance: Fund-raising and Membership 
Committees are seeking additional members; the 
Membership Committee, Butterfly and Insect 
Group, as well as Plant Group lack permanent 
chairpersons. There were opportunities to discuss 
comments and entertain questions from the floor 
after each presentation. At the conclusion of the 
discussions, Goh Si Guim proposed a motion 
that the Committee and Special Interest Group 
Reports be accepted and Margie Hall seconded 
the motion; members voted unanimously in favour 
of the motion.

5 . E L E C T I O N  O F  T H E  2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (EXCO) 
By the due date prior to the meeting, a single 
nomination was received for each of the nine 
positions specified in the Society’s constitution:

Position Name of 
Nominee

Proposed by Seconded 
by

President Dr Shawn Lum Peter Connell Leong Kwok 
Peng

Vice 
President

Leong Kwok 
Peng

Yip Yew 
Chong

Margie Hall

Honorary 
Secretary

Peter Connell Tok Chek 
Puay

Goh Ter Yang

Honorary 
Treasurer

Yip Yew Chong Dr Shawn 
Lum

Dr Hsu Chia 
Chi

Honorary
Assistant 
Secretary

Michael Lee Peter Connell Goh Si Guim

Honorary
Assistant 
Treasurer

Bhagyesh 
Chaubey

Yip Yew 
Chong

Stephen Beng

Member Stephen Beng Dr Hsu Chia 
Ch

Bhagyesh 
Chaubey

Member Goh Si Guim Benjamin 
Szeto

Stephen Beng

Member Dr Ho Hua 
Chew

Leong Kwok 
Peng

Alan Owyong

Since no positions were contested, the above 
members were duly elected to serve on the 2017-
2018 Exco. On behalf of the incoming Exco, the 
Honorary Secretary thanked the three newly-
elected members – Stephen Beng, Bhagyesh 
Chaubey and Michael Lee – for agreeing to serve.

6 . E L E C T I O N  T O  T H E  F I N A N C E 
ADVISORY GROUP
Members of the Finance Advisory Group serve for 
three years. Each year one member steps down, 
while another is nominated from the floor at the 
AGM. T Selvaratnam (2015-2018) and Albert Sin 
(2016-2019) continue to serve, but Terry Heppell 
(2014-2017) had completed his three year-term 
and stood down. He was warmly thanked for his 
services by the Honorary Secretary on behalf of 
the incoming Exco. Trixie Tan was proposed by 
Leong Kwok Peng as the incoming third member 
and agreed to stand; the nomination was seconded 
by Vinayagan Dharmarajah. As there were no other 
nominations, Trixie Tan was unanimously elected. 

7.APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS
Honorary Treasurer Yip Yew Chong opined that 
Robert Tan & Co had served both effectively and 
efficiently as the Society’s external auditors for the 
past financial year. Dr Hsu Chia Chi proposed a 
motion that Robert Tan & Co be re-appointed as 
external auditors for the 2017 financial year and 
Terry Heppell seconded the motion; members 
voted unanimously in favour of the motion.

8.ANY OTHER BUSINESS
No other business had been notified by the 
stipulated deadline. The Honorary Secretary 
asked the meeting if there was any matter to 
raise informally for discussion. Hoe Boon Leong 
enquired whether the Society was prepared to 
take an interest in the impending closure of Raffles 
Country Club (to make way for the new high-
speed Singapore/Malaysia rail line and possible use 
of the land for sidings associated with both the 
high-speed link and Cross-Island MRT line). He 
explained that the club’s land included areas of 
outstanding natural beauty and interest, and opined 
that its entire 140 hectares might not necessarily 
be needed for the stated purposes. He asked if a 
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nature area might be saved for public use. It was 
informally agreed that he and Dr Ho Hua Chew 
would discuss the matter in detail, with a view to 
a possible site visit by Society representatives to 
prepare the case for a possible new nature area. 
Dr Hsu Chia Chi commented that Jurong Country 
Club faces a similar situation in the context of the 
redevelopment of the Jurong Lake area. Hua Chew 
responded that the Society had already made 
representations to the authorities with respect to 
Jurong Country Club.

CLOSURE OF THE MEETING BY THE 
PRESIDENT 
Dr Shawn Lum reminded members of two ongoing 
events of nature interest: the exhibition of Yip 
Yew Chong’s murals on Singapore’s heritage at 
the National Museum, and NParks Festival of 
Biodiversity held at NEX in Serangoon. He closed 
the meeting by expressing his pride on the quality 
of Exco members that a small Society like ours 
has been able to attract, and by thanking members 
for their attendance and continued support. The 
meeting ended at 12.45 pm. 

 NSS Reaches Out to Boaters & Divers 
By Stephen Beng, Marine 
Conservation Group Chairperson
The Marine Conservation Group (MCG) was 
invited to a panel discussion at the 3rd Asia Boating 
Forum (ABF), held from 7 to 8 April 2017 at 
ONE°15 Marina in Sentosa Cove. The forum ran 
concurrently with the 7th Singapore Yacht Show 
and the Asia Dive Expo (ADEX) 2017, where NSS 
hosted a booth each. The yacht show attracted 
over 14,000 visitors and 94 yachts, whilst the dive 
expo had some 58,000 guests.

Attended by industry representatives, associations 
and NGOs, the ABF highlighted issues ranging 
from policy development to environmental 
practices in the Asian marine industry. Aside from 
updates on policies and regulations, the forum 
raised awareness for the marine environment 
and explored ways for industry members to 
contribute towards local marine conservation 
efforts. In addition, delegates gained insights into 
the management of Sisters’ Islands Marine Park.

The forum’s concluding panel  sess ion on 
Marine Environment and Boating was hosted 
by International Council of Marine Industry 
Associations (ICOMIA) Secretary General Udo 
Klienitz and Chairman of the Singapore Boating 
Industry Association YP Loke. Chairperson of 
MCG Stephen Beng represented NSS on the 
panel, which also included Karenne Tun from 
NParks and John Mimikakis from Environmental 
Defense Fund. Our discussions encouraged a 
stronger alignment between boating and care for 
the marine environment. The panel outlined the 
importance of maintaining a ‘living reef’ to provide 
a healthier environment for boating, in turn 
benefitting all stakeholders. Collaborative efforts 
between the boating community and local NGOs 
like NSS were suggested as easy ways for boaters 
to get involved. 

The forum also examined the 3Ps (Planet, People, 
Profits) in the practice of sustainability. This 
invoked thought on strategic management: how 
best to simultaneously maximise benefits for our 
environment, for the people who share it, and for 

the long-term 
viability of our 
organisations? 
For  examp le , 
marinas could 
take into consideration the environmental impacts 
of their infrastructure before going ahead with 
development. As intermediaries like NGOs, 
marinas can create a culture of environmental 
stewardship within their own communities. Raffles 
Marina, NSS’s partner in the Blue-Green Alliance, 
is a good example. Indeed, our reefs and shores 
will benefit when we coordinate efforts to protect 
them. 

Our many volunteers displayed passion and 
resolve to represent NSS at both the yacht and 
dive shows. Naseera Mubashir and Lester Tan were 
volunteer coordinators at the ADEX booth, while 
Marissa Mercado and Lim Kim Keang organised 
our helpers to anchor our booth at the yacht 
show. Both teams communicated NSS’s cause to 
protect our natural areas through advocacy work 
and implement our conservation plans. 

Messages were tailored for specific audiences. 
With climate change as the theme for ADEX, the 
NSS booth there focused on the important roles 
of coral reefs and mangroves in the mitigation of 
and adaptation to climate change. At the yacht 
show, the joint Bird Group and MCG team raised 
awareness for the functions of our local marine and 
coastal ecosystems, the threats they face, and what 
we could do to reduce human-induced hazards. 
For the many visitors who stopped by our booth, 
the team recommended ways to learn more about 
coral reefs and mangroves, by participating in NSS 
activities such as ‘Kayaking our Mangroves’ and 
‘Coastal Clean-up’. We also highlighted responsible 
choices in our seafood and energy consumption, 
and elucidated the destructive effects of plastic 
trash on our seas. The Bird Group reinforced 
this message with displays of pelagic bird photos 
captured around Singapore’s waters.
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 Exploring Khoo Teck Puat 
Hospital for its Butterflies

Since its opening in June 2010, Khoo Teck Puat 
Hospital (KTPH) has garnered numerous 

awards for its green and energy efficient design. 
Patients enjoy natural ventilation and cooling as 
well as an abundance of therapeutic greenery. But 
that was not what the Butterfly and Insect Group 
visited KTPH for, with an entourage of over 50 
enthusiastic participants. Instead, we were there on 
the morning of 13 May 2017 to experience what 
the hospital could offer in terms of its butterflies. 
And KTPH did not disappoint.
As trip leader, I began with a short introduction 
of the hospital and its layout, aided by a replica of 
its premises at the main lobby. The hospital has 
three display panels showcasing all 83 butterfly 
species recorded within its lush compound. We 
then visited a garden filled with bamboos, where 
we spotted the nest of an Olive-backed Sunbird 
(Cinnyris jugularis) and a family of Lesser Dog-faced 
Fruit Bats (Cynopterus brachyotis). Nearby, a roaring 
waterfall and a pond filled with large fishes made 
the place seem more like a resort than a hospital.

We then moved over to the fourth level of Tower 
B for a typical view that greets visitors – glass and 
concrete forms softened with verdant vertical 
greenery. Here, we found our first butterflies: 
an Autumn Leaf (Doleschallia bisaltide bisaltide) 
followed by a couple of Grass Yellows (Eurema 
spp). An unexpected sighting was what appeared to 
look like a miniature pile of twigs in which resided 
the caterpillar of the Bagworm Moth (Psychidae 
family) much like a snail and its protective shell. It 
fascinated many to learn that this 'structure' would 

move whenever the Bagworm 
Moth caterpillar went around 
feeding on leaves.  
We then popped over to a 
Lantana patch located outside 
the Learning Centre, where we 

saw Leopards (Phalanta phalantha phalantha), many 
Pygmy Grass Blue (Zizula hylax pygmaea) and a few 
Lemon and Orange Emigrants (Catopsilia pomona 
pomona and Catopsilia scylla cornelia). With the 
group’s butterfly appetite whetted, I brought them 
to the pièce de résistance of KTPH’s butterfly-rich 
grounds – the Medicinal Garden. Filled with plants 
that heal, thrill and kill, this garden also housed 
a good number of butterfly host and nectar 
plants. Here, we had many sightings including the 
caterpillars and pupa of the Common Birdwing 
(Troides henna cerberus), Pea Blue (Lampides 
boeticus), Plain Tiger (Danaus chrysippus chrysippus), 
Common Mormon (Papilio polytes romulus), Lime 
Butterfly (Papilio demoleus malayanus), Peacock 
Pansy (Junonia almana javana), Small Branded 
Swift (Pelopidas mathias mathias), and Palm Bob 
(Suastus gremius gremius). Participants also learnt 
that Singapore’s largest butterfly, the Common 
Birdwing, shares the same host plant as Singapore's 
National Butterfly, the Common Rose (Pachliopta 
aristolochiae asteris). Both threatened species seem 
to take turns breeding on the creeper Aristolochia 
acuminata. 
We then ambled next door to Yishun Pond where 
patients could be seen mingling with regular 
park goers. However, this venture yielded only a 
handful of species, with the Painted Jezebel (Delias 
hyparete metarete) and Ciliate Blue (Anthene emolus 
goberus) amongst them. Returning to the hospital 
to conclude our walk, we were pleased as Punch 
to add a new species* at the last instance to 
KTPH’s burgeoning butterfly list, a Contiguous 
Swift skipper (Polytremis lubricans lubricans) resting 
on a leaf. In all, we found a respectable 19 species 
within an hour's walk.
* Since the walk, KTPH added another two new species to its 
butterfly list: Formosan Swift skipper (Borbo cinnara) and Scarlet 
Flash (Rapala dieneces dieneces), bringing its total to 86 species. 

By Simon Chan                           
Photos by Amy Tsang & Soh Kam-Yung

A pretty Orange 
E m i g r a n t 
r e s t i n g  o n 
Lantana.

We were happy 
t o  f i n d  t h e 
C o n t i g u o u s 
Swift skipper, 
a new species 
f o r  K T P H ’ s 
b u r g e o n i n g 
butterfly list.

B a g w o r m  M o t h 
caterpillar residing 
inside what looks 
like a miniature 
pile of twigs.
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Few of the world’s endangered species have been 
more strongly associated with Singapore than 
the charismatic Straw-headed Bulbul (Pycnonotus 
zeylanicus). Wiped out from most of its Southeast 
Asian distribution range (eg. peninsular Thailand, 
Java) by indiscriminate poaching, the Straw-headed 
Bulbul was uplisted by BirdLife International and 
the IUCN Red List to globally endangered in late 
2016. Some of the most significant populations of 
this bulbul have fortunately, found a safe haven in 
Singapore’s forests. As the world’s largest bulbul, 
it is strongly associated with secondary forests 
in the vicinity of water bodies. This habitat type 
is still quite widespread throughout Singapore. A 
recent peer-reviewed study conducted by the Bird 
Group has revealed Pulau Ubin to be the single 
most important site for the species in Singapore, 
and probably the world. Ubin is an island located 
off the north-eastern coast of Singapore.
To determine the size of the bird’s population 
on Ubin, the Bird Group conducted a pan-island 
survey of the Straw-headed Bulbul in conjunction 
with Pesta Ubin (a 9-week Ubin festival with many 
activities offered). Led by experienced leaders, 
teams of three to four surveyors carried out nine 
different transects totalling over 18 km. These 
transects covered the full complement of habitats 
on Ubin, including old rubber plantations, parkland, 
secondary forests, coastal beach, and mangrove 
forests. This is the first time a targeted survey of 
the Straw-headed Bulbul has been carried out 
in Singapore. A total of 35 volunteer surveyors 
participated, including a large contingent of 
enthusiastic students from the National University 
of Singapore (NUS) and Yale-NUS College.
Along each transect, survey teams stopped to 
record Straw-headed Bulbuls at defined points 
for five minutes. At the end of each ‘point count’, 
teams moved at least 250 m from the previous 
point along the transect before conducting the 
next count. This was to minimise the risk of 
double counting since Straw-headed Bulbuls tend 
to be very vocal and are thus highly detectable. 
Each ‘point count’ lasted five minutes. All bulbuls 
heard and seen within 100 m of the sampling 
point were recorded. Standardised datasheets 
designed with a clear statistical (distance-
sampling) approach1 in mind were provided, so 
that surveyors could record their observations 
immediately in a consistent manner. In total, there 

were 70 ‘point counts’ spread across Ubin.
So how many Straw-headed Bulbuls did we record 
on Ubin? In total, teams reported 68 individuals 
within a band of 100 m from their counting 
transects. Based on a global estimated population 
of 1,700 individuals, this represents over 4% of 
the world’s total. Because parts of Ubin were not 
covered in the survey, we can expect the actual 
population to be even larger. The organising team is 
currently using the raw data to develop statistical 
models based on the distance-sampling framework, 
to determine a robust population and density 
estimate of the Straw-headed Bulbuls on Ubin. 
Building on the pioneering studies of the species 
carried out by veteran birdwatchers Dr Ho Hua 
Chew and Trixie Tan in 2000, these ongoing surveys 
confirm that Ubin remains a critical stronghold 
for the Straw-headed Bulbul. The island needs 
to be well-protected from poachers by regular 
ranger patrols, in cooperation with the public. In 
addition, the survey work on the Straw-headed 
Bulbul can be expected to be developed into a 
long-term monitoring project to assess population 
trends at its most important sites. Riding on the 
project’s momentum, a technical committee is 
being established by the Bird Group in consultation 
with BirdLife International, to develop a long-term 
conservation plan for the species in Singapore and 
its wider Southeast Asian range.
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K r a n j i 
Marshes is 
Singapore's 
l a r g e s t 
freshwater 
we t l ands , 

serendipitously created when Kranji reservoir was 
dammed in the 1970s, which caused the nearby 
low-lying areas to become flooded. The marshy 
vegetation has matured, forming an attractive habitat 
for water birds. On the morning of 23 April 2017, 
we were privileged to have chirpy Auntie Ee Ling 
of the Bird Group as our guide. She was quick to 
rattle off interesting Kranji Marshes factoids, while 
directing our chartered bus that had picked us up 
at Sungei Buloh to a spot on the Turut Track. Here, 
she unlocked a gate to reveal the ecological paradise 
of Kranji Marshes’ core conservation area, generally 
off limits except on NParks approved walks. It felt 
special to have the whole place to ourselves.
Even as our bus was navigating an incredibly narrow 
lane that led to these marshes, Auntie Lena had 

found us an imperious 
Chan ge ab l e  Haw k 
E a g l e ( N i s a e t u s 
c i r r h a t u s ) . I t  w a s 
perched on a lamp 
post and was scanning 
t h e  t e r r a i n  f o r  a 
s po t  o f  b re ak f a s t . 
Our streak of raptor 
sightings continued 
as we stepped into 
Kranji Marshes proper. 
In a faraway tree, the 
handsome chestnut-
and-white p lumage 
of a Brahminy Kite 

(Haliastur indus) advertised its presence readily. 
Everyone enjoyed wow views through scopes 
and binoculars. Auntie Ee Ling then spotted two 
Pacific Swallows (Hirundo tahitica) sitting on a wire 
which she prompted scoped. She also picked out 
a lone Tiger Shrike (Lanius tigrinus) hunting in the 
distant grassland, and later, an Oriental Dollarbird 
(Eurystomus or iental is) high up on some bare 
branches.
The wetland was quiet in comparison as the 
migratory season had just concluded. What remained 
were resident birds. We found several Red-wattled 
Lapwings (Vanellus indicus) resting on a log across an 
idyllic waterbody, and watched raptly as Little Terns 
(Sternula albifrons) did their hover-and-dive routine 
to expertly capture wriggling fishes. Auntie Lena 
then produced a Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea) 
poking the reed beds for a tidbit. We also had a regal 

White-bellied Sea-eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster) fly by 
us. Part of the enjoyment of being out here was the 
beauty of the marshes itself. Some ponds were filled 
entirely with blooming pink lotuses, while others 
stretched out in a liquid shimmer into the horizon, 
accented by green patches here and there.
All too soon, we reached the end of the restricted 
access area. We then passed through another 
locked portal into the public part of the marshes. 
Auntie Ee Ling gave us a 45-minute free-and-easy 
slot to explore this area ourselves. Some parked 
themselves in the bird hide where there were 
solid views of common marshland birds to be had, 
such as the White-breasted Waterhen (Amaurornis 
phoenicurus) and Striated Heron (Butorides striatus). 
Others wandered around, encountering birds 
such as a calling but hidden Blue-winged Pitta 
(Pitta moluccensis), Common Tailorbird (Orthotomus 
sutorius), and several cuckoo species. Unfortunately, 
the 10 m high Raptor Tower was closed for repairs. 
Back in the hide, the fluty tunes of the Common 
Iora (Aegithina tiphia) attracted our attention. Auntie 
Gloria duly pointed out the sexual dimorphism of 
the male and female pair in a nearby tree.
We convened to return to our locked-away ‘secret 
garden’ to meet the bus at the other end. While 
crossing a bridge, Auntie Gloria explained that the 
bubblegum pink stuff stuck on the walls of the canal 
were the eggs of the invasive Golden Apple Snail 
(Pomacea canaliculata) from  South America. The snail 
can be eaten if cooked. Upon peering closely, we 
could see that many of these snails were grazing just 
beneath the water surface. Another cool sighting on 
the stroll back was that of a Black-winged Kite (Elanus 
caeruleus vociferus), a raptor that employs a distinctive 
hovering flight pattern that many witnessed. Auntie 
Ee Ling then picked out a Yellow Bittern (Ixobrychus 
sinensis) partially obscured by some reeds.
All of us guides were impressed by 9-year old Samuel 
Lim who could identify some birds without aid, even 
though this was practically his first field trip. His head 
knowledge of other wildlife was just as jaw dropping. 
His mum explained that he has a voracious appetite 
for nature books, and he actually cajoled his parents 
to come for this walk. His enthusiasm seemed to 
be rubbing off his 6-year old brother Emmanuel. 
Indeed, there is hope yet for our future generation 

of naturalists – both 
of the citizen science 
and formally-trained 
variety.

By Gloria Seow, Education Committee         
Vice-Chairperson  Photos by Gloria Seow & Lena Chow

NSS Kids’ Fun with Birds at 
Kranji Marshes

Pink lotus blooms 
covering one of the 
many waterbodies.
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 Announcements
NSS Welcomes Donations 
I f  you be l ieve in  the impor tance of  nature 
appreciation and conservation in Singapore, help 
us keep our work going with a donation to NSS. 
As we are a registered Charity and an Institution 
of Public Character, your donation will qualify for 
tax deduction, which will be automatically reflected 
in your income tax assessment. Please make your 
cheques payable to ‘Nature Society (Singapore)’. For 
tax exemption purpose, please write your full name, 
contact number and NRIC/FIN number at the back 
of your cheque. We look forward to your financial 
support.
Paperless Nature News 
If you wish to opt-out from receiving hard copies 
of Nature News to save trees, please inform Joe at 
joe@nss.org.sg. Please state if you prefer: a) Get your 
copy of Nature News via an emailed PDF file (less 
than 5MB), or b) Download the same PDF file from 
the NSS website.
Wanted: Used Stamps for the NSS Stamp Fund
The Stamp Fund is boosted by members and friends 
who collect and send us used postage stamps. These 
are then sold to an overseas dealer once or twice 
a year. Simply cut out the stamps from the envelope 
without cutting into their edges. No need to soak 
the stamps off the envelope paper. Keep sending your 
stamps to the NSS office in an envelope marked 
"Stamp Fund"! Our grateful thanks to all contributors. 
The NSS Stamp Fund now stands at $21,649.01.
NSS Nature Forum
The NSS Nature Forum, found at http://www.nss.
org.sg/forum/, is a virtual gathering place that serves 
to facilitate discussions on a whole range of nature-
related topics. You can share photos and ideas, ask 
questions and forge friendships with fellow nature 
lovers. The forum is open to both members and non-
members. Register now for a free account! 
New Members: Join us in our Special Interest 
Group & Other Activities 
All members are welcome to participate in any of 
our listed activities. Some events do not require prior 
registration. Simply turn up at the appointed time and 
place, and you will be off to discover and learn about 
Singapore’s natural offerings. Do not be nervous 
about your lack of nature knowledge. Just let your 
trip leader(s) know that you are new and he/she/they 
will gladly guide you. 
NSS Membership Benefits 
Show your NSS membership card to enjoy discounts! 
Please contact us if your business is interested in 
offering NSS Membership Benefits. 
1) Pharmaplus
Tel: 6887-3456. www.pharmaplus.com.sg
* Up to 10% discount for online purchases. 
Contributions for Nature News
Please send in your contributions for the Sep/Oct 
2017 issue by 5 Aug 2017. Email them to gloria_
seow@yahoo.com. All original photos should be 
in JPEG format with a minimum size of 1 MB. The 
Editorial Committee reserves the right to select and 
edit appropriate contributions for use. 
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